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EVERY EFFORT  WILL COUNT!!! 

 

During the month of June RPAC fundraising will be moving into high gear.  With Associations across the 

state hosting a variety of fundraisers our markets will be primed to share with our members the many suc-

cesses from the 2009 Legislative Session.  I ask that everyone please take the time to familiarize yourself 

with our successes and to share them with others in your offices and meetings. 

 

With FAR Convention and Trade Expo a little more than a two months away many boards in the state are 

still struggling to meet their goals.  As many of you may be wondering the NAR Trustees chose to wait and 

review membership numbers as of May 31st before making any decisions on reducing RPAC goals.  As 

soon as the Trustees have made their decision that information will be shared with all.  In the meantime I 

ask that everyone do their very best to reach their goals.  We have already had success stories from Asso-

ciations who have struggled in previous years to meet their goal. 

 

Don’t forget that the FAR Statewide Fundraiser is still going on and entrees may be returned up until Au-

gust 7th, 2009.  This years package will be valued at more than $5000.00 and will include a laptop, port-

able printer, camera, phone, GPS, and many other items which should allow any REALTOR® to work 

comfortably from their vehicle.  Entrees only require a contribution of $100 which will also qualify mem-

bers for inclusion as a 99 Club member. 

 

Should you have any questions pertaining to the information above please contact our FAR Political Rep-

resentative Jack Greacen in Tallahassee.  He will be happy to help you in any way he can.    

 

Please make the effort on a regular basis to spread the word on all of RPAC and FAR’s successes.  Only 

with your help and the help of those around you will the REALTORS® reach their goals and continue to 

bring positive change to Florida and its people. 

 

Thank you, 
  

Alan Riley 

2009 Political Fundraising Chair 

alanriley@remax.net 

mailto:jackg@far.org?subject=June%20Newsletter
mailto:alanriley@remax.net


Monthly RPAC Update  

 June 2009 

May 1st Totals 
 

 Dollars Collected: $1,019,604.82 
 Percent of Goal:     54.9% 
 Member Participation:    2.6%   

2009 RPAC goal:   

2009 Local Board Events 
 

June 8th - District 3 Summit 
      - RA of Palm Beaches Board office 
      - 1:00 - 6:00  pm 
 
June 9th - Naples Area Board   
        Meet your Legislator 
      - Quail Creek Country Club 
      - 5:00 - 8:00 pm  
 
June 11th - District 1&2 Caucus 
        - Riverview Club, St Augustine, FL 
        - 8:30 am - 3:00 pm 
 
June 19th - District 5 & 13 Caucus 
        - Charlotte Harbor Event &  
          Conference Center, Punta Gorda 
        - 9:00am - 5:00 pm 
 
June 25th - Ft. Myers and the Beaches Inc. 
          RPAC Auction   
        - Doc Ford’s , San Carlos Blvd 
        - 5:00 - 9:00 pm 

 
For an update on the latest events please visit 

www.realtors-pac.org   
 

If there are events you would like included on the calendar for 
2009 please contact Jack Greacen (jackg@far.org). 

 
For more information, contact FAR’s Legislative Office at  

(850) 224-1400, or RPAC@Far.org 

Upcoming FAR & NAR Events: 
 

 

2009 FAR Annual Convention and Trade 
Expo 
August 18th - 23rd 
Rosen Shingle Creek Resort - Orlando, FL 
 
2009 NAR Convention and Trade Expo 
November 11th - 16th 
Event Host TBA - San Diego, CA 

Facts And Stats 
  Number of boards in FAR this year:   67                      
  Number of boards to reach goal:     8 
  Number of boards between 70%-100%:  16 

Congratulations!!! 
The following Boards have met their RPAC Goal for 2009 

 

District 2 
Melbourne Area Association 

 
District 3 

RA of Indian River County 
Palm Beach Board 

 

District 5 

Marco Island Area Association 
Sanibel And Captiva Island Association 

 
District 8  

Dixie-Gilchrist-Levy County Board 
Tallahassee Area Board 

 
District 10 

East Polk Board 
  

To see the full report of local board contributions please visit our 
website  www.realtors-pac.org 

mailto:jackg@far.org


 

 

 

 
 

AMONG THE REALTOR® WINS THIS SESSION… 
 

Downpayment Assistance/SB 2600 
The $65.6 billion budget signed by the Governor includes $30.1 million for the Florida Homebuyer Op-
portunity Program, which will help with downpayment assistance. 
 
Beginning July 1, those who quality for the federal $8,000 first-time homebuyers tax credit will be able 
to apply for downpayment assistance before they close on the purchase of their home, and then repay 
the amount borrowed when they get their tax refund. The program will operate through local county 
housing administrators, though details are still being worked out. 
 
Property insurance / HB 1495 by Rep. Bryan Nelson 
ω    wŜǇŜŀƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ WŀƴΦ мΣ нлмлΣ ǎŜƭƭŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƛƴǎǳǊŜŘ ōȅ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ tǊƻǇπ
erty Insurance Corp., which is located in the wind-borne debris region and which has an insured value 
on the structure of $500,000 or more, provide prospective buyers the structure’s windstorm mitigation 
rating. 
ω    Increase premiums for customers of the state-ōŀŎƪŜŘ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ /ƻǊǇΦΣ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ 
largest provider of homeowner coverage, by no more than 10 percent annually. The goal is to make 
Citizens premiums “actuarially sound,” meaning the insurer will have the money needed to cover 
claims and build reserves. 
 
Lower taxes on non-homestead properties / SB 532  by Sen. Evelyn Lynn and first-time homebuyer ex-
emption HB 97 by Rep. Carl Domino 
Meeting with bills sponsors, FAR President Cynthia Shelton and FAR lobbyists were able to resurrect 
this bill from the dead in the final hours of the regular session. This is a big win for owners of busi-
nesses, second homes and non-homestead properties.  
ω    This bill creates a constitutional amendment that will go before voters in November 2010. It would 
need the approval of 60 percent of voters. The tax breaks would apply beginning in 2011. 
ω    It seeks to limit increases for non-school property tax assessments on ALL non-homestead property 
to 5 percent annually. 
ω    First-ǘƛƳŜ ƘƻƳŜōǳȅŜǊǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜȄŜƳǇǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ǘŀȄŜǎ ƻƴ нр ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŜΦ CƻǊ 
someone who buys a $200,000 home, the savings from the new exemption would be about $1,000. 
This exemption would gradually decrease over five years, while Save Our Homes gradually increases.  
 
Property assessment / HB 521 by Rep. Carlos Lopez-Cantera 
“It’s a good day for the taxpayers of the state,” Rep. Lopez-Cantera told reporters following passage of 
HB 521, a bill that seeks to restore balance and fairness to the process of valuing property and chal-
lenging unfair assessments.  
ω    The current property appraisal system is weighed heavily on the side of property appraisers.  
ω    Under current Florida law, a property appraiser determines the value on your property and that 
value is presumed correct unless the taxpayer shows by “clear and convincing evidence” that the prop-
erty appraiser is wrong.  
ω    I. рнм ǊŜǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŀǇǇǊŀƛǎŜǊΩǎ ǇǊŜǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ōǳǘ ƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƻŦ ƻƴ ǘŀȄǇŀȅŜǊǎ 
to overcome this presumption and win their case to a “preponderance of the evidence.”  
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Property tax relief for military service / HJR 833 by Rep. Mike Horner 
ω    This is a constitutional amendment that goes before voters in November 2011.  
ω    If approved, it will provide military personnel deployed overseas an additional tax break on their 
primary homes based on the number of days deployed overseas. 
 
Extension of Dade County housing surtax / SB 2430 by Sen. Al Lawson, Jr. 
ω    ¢Ƙƛǎ ōƛƭƭ ǊŜǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǘŀȄ ǎǳǊǘŀȄΣ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ 
2031.  
ω    The surtax supports the Dade Housing Assistance Loan Trust Fund, which helps provide housing to 
people with very low to moderate incomes. 
ω    The bill also closes a tax loophole that enabled corporations to create shell companies to avoid pay-
ing documentary stamp taxes on real estate transactions. The move will generate an estimated $43 
million next year but does not tax legitimate transfers between related companies.  
 
Growth management / SB 360 by Sen. Mike Bennett 
One of the last bills to pass the Legislature on Friday, SB 360 seeks to steer growth to urban areas by 
relaxing transportation requirements. Earlier versions of the legislation had proposed sweeping 
changes in development controls that drew the ire of environmentalists. The compromise approved 
Friday is scaled way back. 
ω    9ȄŜƳǇǘǎ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜπ
ment laws that had the unintended consequence of encouraging sprawl. 
ω    In the final hours, SB 360 took on an amendment to minimize property taxes for homeowners 
whose affordable housing structures sit on land owned by a community land trust.  
 
Unlicensed Activity - $400,000 was allocated to prevent, combat and publicize the dangers of unli-
censed real estate activity in Florida. 
 
Waste Water Treatment - $540,000 was allocated to continue and complete a study to make recom-
mendations on passive strategies on nitrogen reduction that complement the use of onsite wastewater 
treatment systems.  This is contained in the 2010 budget along with language that prohibits the Florida 
Department of Health from moving forward on regulations which would require a mandatory upgrade 
of waste water treatment systems for all properties at time of sale located within the Wekiva Water 
Basin.  This would have amounted to a cost of $7000 to $30,000 per property. 
 
Eviction Fees – FAR was successful in getting a reduction in the eviction filing fees from $265 to $180 - 
the only fee reduction in the 2009-10 budget and one with a negative fiscal impact of up to $36 million.  
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