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“

REALTORS® Believe: We believe
in working together for Florida’s
future. Not only does homeownership
matter, but housing matters.

Total Homeless in Walton and
Okaloosa Counties

1,658

- Emergency Shelter

154

- Transitional Housing

229

- Unsheltered

1275
Sheltered

Unsheltered

Families

219

706

Veterans

99

166

Chronically Homeless

39

313

Homeless Populations Survey. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development 2013 Continuum of Care Homeless Assistance Programs.
Data reflects 10-week survey sample to give providers a view of the
current need for housing and funded social services.

...Since 2007, Florida has had the largest
increases in the rate of homelessness in the
nation. Having a place to stay—a place to call
home—is the first step to building the strong,
vibrant communities we all envision.
Together we can make a difference!
- Sherri Meadows, Florida Realtors President

58.7

”

Percent of Florida’s homeless
population was living in homes
just one year prior to survey.

School
District

Homeless
Students
2012-13

Total
Enrollment

Ratio of Homeless
to All students

Walton

230

8,666

1 in 38 students

Okaloosa

538

32,983

1 in 61 students

Florida Department of Education, Bureau of Federal Educational
Programs. 2012-2013 Final Homeless Counts. Annual census of all
enrolled students. Federal definition of homeless students
includes those who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime
residence, based on specific criteria.

Get Involved!
Helping our neighbors in need strengthens the community for us all.

Children in Crisis, Inc. is a community partnership between local church leaders and the Department of
Children and Family Services, bridging the gap in foster care facilities for abused and neglected children in Fort
Walton, Okaloosa, Santa Rosa, and Escambia Counties. They operate The Children’s Neighborhood, a campus
with emergency housing, safe spaces for recreation, residential foster homes, counseling, and a transition
home for teens aging out of the foster care system. This organization offers plenty of giving opportunities:
individuals can sponsor a child as a Guardian Angel, groups can name spaces in The Children’s Neighborhood,
and mentors can make a huge impact on teens ready to soak up life skills as they enter adult life. Visit
www.ChildrenInCrisisFL.org to get involved.

The Okaloosa Walton Homeless Continuum
of Care is dedicated to creating an opportunity to end homelessness through its
emergency shelter for women and families,
its veterans’ employment programs, and resource and referral offices in Crestview and Walton County. Visit
www.OkaloosaWaltonHomeless.org to view a Wish List of donation items, learn how your business can employ veterans, sponsor a fundraiser, and lend your professional experience as a volunteer.

Waterfront Rescue Mission began as a refuge for wayward fisherman and has since grown
into a full-service network of missions to provide faith-based rescue, recovery, and career
development programs that are lifting people out of homelessness, poverty, and addiction.
They offer emergency shelter, Veterans Care, literacy education, healthcare, and accept
item donations for their Bargain Center. Find out how you can volunteer at
www.WaterfrontMission.org.

Each organization listed has multiple ways for you and your fellow Realtors to get involved. We encourage you to
inquire how your group can donate your time, household items, monetary gifts, or participate in exciting
fundraising events to benefit our neighbors in need!

